Surfrider Foundation, Vancouver Chapter

General Meeting Minutes

Date: January 26th, 2009 

Time: 7-9 pm

Location: Karv Restaurant

Present: Adrian Nelson, Haley Haggerstone, Danie McAren, Maya Stano, Susan Levert, Jessica Ashton, Maria Issac, Peter Jamieson, Lisa Duthie, Derek Travis, Michael Bonner

Agenda:

1. Welcome and Introductions of existing executive and new chair Haley Haggerstone.

2. Executive Committee Elections

Vice Chair Candidates: Maya Stano, Susan Levert

Secretary/Treasurer Candidates: Maria Ruiz-Isaac, Susan Levert

Event Coordinator Candidate: Jessica Ashton

Candidate Introductions: each candidate introduced themselves and explained why they felt they were best suited for the position.

Voting: no voting occurred as the positions were decided upon via group consensus.

Newly Elected Positions:

Vice Chairs: Maya Stano and Susan Levert 

Secretary/Treasurer: Maria Ruiz-Isaac

Event Coordinator: Jessica Ashton

A motion was passed to add all new executive committee members to the bank account.

3. Committee Updates: Snowrider Project, Respect the Beach, BWTF, RAP

Snowrider Project

Jessica Ashton: Jessica Ashton and Ashleigh Gronberg have won $1500 from Burton to organize a girl’s snowboarding event.  They plan to incorporate Snow rider/Snowrider into this event in order to raise awareness about the hydrologic cycle and the importance of protecting our mountain ecosystems and watersheds.  Monday nights at Mount Seymour: Girls Ride Free - draws a lot of people, will do a tabling event during this time to raise awareness for the cause.  Jessica will be talking to Jikke from Mount Seymour to organize this venture.

Respect The Beach

Lisa Duthie: Working on gathering data and teaching materials to create a unit plan suitable for use in elementary schools across the Lower Mainland.  Will have at least one version completed by the end of March, geared or grades 6/7.

Blue Water Task Force

Focus on water quality issues.  Looking for volunteers to start this up.  Adrian: presented an article from the Vancouver Sun re: City of Vancouver plan to upgrade sewers by 2050. 

Rise Above Plastics

Surfrider campaign (global) against single-use plastics.  Positive focus on awareness of environmentally friendly alternatives.

4. Budget Updates

Need new stickers as current ones are not water-resistant, buttons, Sigg bottles, reusable shopping bags, new clothing (tshirts, sweatshirts, etc.).

Ideas for Fundraisers: Reusable Water Bottles, Reclaimed Paper Notebooks.

Band Fundraisers: Said the Whale and Daniel Wesley both interested in helping out.

5. Core Volunteer Training (San Diego)  

We would like approximately 10 people to commit to being at least 2 events per year.  We want to educate people so that they feel comfortable helping out at tabling events.  Will try to have a night by the end of February that will provide background information, history, tabling, etc. to get volunteers up to speed, including executives.

6. Newsletter: looking for contributors!

7. Upcoming events: Oceans Initiative, CWC, ISD, SF International Conference

Ocean’s Initiative: weekend beach clean-up coming up in March.

Clean Water Classic Surf Contest: May 16-18th, 2009 in Westport, Washington. All proceed going to the Surfrider Foundation, Pacific Northwest Chapters.  Need volunteer coordinator!

International Surf Day: Saturday, June 20th.  Will be a Reef-sponsored event.

SF International Conference in October 2009 (Tofino, BC).

Snow rider events: TBA.

Hurley will be sponsoring a lot of surf rider events in the next year. 

8. Next Surfrider Meeting: Thursday, February 26th, 2009.  Location TBA.

No further business.  Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.

